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it. If it be an objection that a man speaks in the pulpit, as men speak anywhere else, on subjects that deeply interest them, the true man will soon find that he can speak more to the purpose in some other place. It has moreover always been one of my firmest convictions, that we meet in the church on the broadest ground of spiritual equality. The true followers of Jesus are a band of brothers ; they compose one family; they attach no importance whatever to the petty distinctions of birth, rank, wealth, and station ; but feeling that they are one in the pursuit of truth, in the love of holiness, and in the hope of immortal life, they regard the common differences of the world, by which men are separated from each other, as lighter than the dust of the balance. They look on each other with mutual respect and honor; they have no struggle for preeminence ; they have no desire for the chief seats in the synagogue, nor greetings in the markets and the streets; and the poor widow, who leaves the daily toil by which a suffering family is kept from want, to gather with the faithful in the house of worship, is welcomed with as warm a sympathy, and regarded with as sincere affection, and treated with just as much respect, as they who are arrayed in costly robes, and who come from the heights of office or the abodes of luxury, to look up to the common Father, in whose sight a pure heart and clean hands are alone of value. These ideas I have perhaps insisted on more strongly than any others, for they have been near my heart; they are a part of my life ; they seem to me to be the very